Chess and Al

The Implications for Human-Machine Collaboration

White to move and win
Hint: Computers struggle here




These are the questions | am often asked

* Isn’t correspondence chess dead?

* How do we know you didn’t cheat?

 Why not just let a computer make every move?
 Won’t the player with the most powerful machine win?
* You got lucky, right?

e By the way, what’s the best engine?



Some questions of my own:

 Why isn’t every correspondence player rated 25807
* Why do neural net engines still beat other neural net engines?

* Why are some correspondence players still winning?
* Is Correspondence Chess the canary in the coal mine?
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Berliner Hans Jack

Hyhbl Jaroslav

De Carbonnel Heinz

Husak, Karel

Zagorovsky, Vladimir Pavlovich
Abramson, Moisei

Endzelins, Lucius
Nielsen,Jens Hartung
Richter Josef

Rolkhlin,Yakov Gerasimovic
Altshuler, Roman Zinovievich
Stern,Werner

Estrin,Yakov Borisovich
Messere, Kenneth Charles
Ericson, Ernst Arne
Nyman,5ture Valentin

Borisenko,Georgy Konstantinov
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Edwards,J 2430 - Benjamin,R 2310 1-0
€30 10USCCC 1993 [Edwards,Jon]

from the next bed, my friend Ned Walthall insists that he 2
heard the light tapping of my pieces on my wooden board
and, every three minutes or so, muted gleeful outbursts of
“busted!” New now says that he will share a room with me at
tournaments only if | promise to bring a vinyl board. My 42.
Rg7+! produces an interesting zuszwang. Black has four
possible king moves, but all block the advance of the pawns
he needs to generate counterplay on the kingside. In the final
position, Black cannot suimultaneously hold his h-pawn and
prevent the advance of White's a-pawn. 1.e4 e5 2.Bc4
Starting off as a Bishop's Opening 2..Nf6 3.d3 Nc6 4.Nc3
Bc5 5.f4 mNow transposing to a King's Gambit Declimed.
There were three other games in this variation. In those, Keith
Hayward opened with f4 and entered lines with an early pawn
exchange on e5. Here, White awaits Black's move here, since
fxe5 is good in many lines but in others, f4-f5 is the correct
path. 6.Nf3 a6

[On 6...Bg4 lintended 7.Na4 Bxf3 8.Qxf3 Nd4 9.Qd1 b5

10.Bxf7+ Kxf7 11.Nxc5 dxc5 12.fxe5 Nd7 13.c3 Ne6 v

28

TRl

t X 1341l |27 70+ +%2%=we
C30:King's Gambit Declined




“We love all of your
movies, especially the

early funny ones”

Alien to Woody Allen,
Stardust Memoiries,
1980




Pat Battin, Librarian
“Taking the Search of research”
Columbia University, 1986
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Edward Lasker on Computers and Chess, 1961

American Chess
- Quarterly
|

Volume 1, Number 2

“l was very much surprised to
read a statement, imputed to
Botvinnik, that the day will
come when computers fully
master chess, and FIDE will
have to establish Grandmaster
and Master titles for these

machines. This is, of course, M.M. FomBunnux
nonsense, and | am sure that O KHBEFLEW WrPb

Botvinnik was either joking or
said something totally

Botvinnik:
= ”
different. On the Cybernetic Goal of the Game
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Home Home = My games
About ICCF My games
Nations & Zones . . . .
ICCF Officials Action required Ed Ongoing games LJFinished games
ICCF Congresses
ICCF Hall of Fame
Calendar of Events opponent leave I Stephan, Jirgen 102 days 24:00 11/14/2022 4:36 PM 1 days 7:23 (1 calendar days) 141 days 16:36 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 27..MNf5
: New 31?-‘3“ Opponent leave [] Ostriker, Jon 105 days 24:00 11/13/2022 10:31 AM 0 days 0:00 (0 calendar days) 137 days 24:00 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 25.Qxb4
] 1T - N . . . -
Tab.esz;i;zs;:_: Waiting B Morrow, Wolff 98 days 24:00 11/20/2022 6:48 AM 1 days 13:56 (1 calendar days) 126 days 10:03 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section & 26..Rc7
> gaImes
ICCF Games Archive Waiting [] sasikiran, Krishnan 55 days 24:00 11/19/2022 7:42 PM 2 days 1:02 (2 calendar days) 54 days 22:57 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 16.Reel
Waiting B cihler, Sebastian 123 days 24:00 11/17/2022 4:46 PM 4 days 3:58 (4 calendar days) 103 days 20:01 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section & 21..Kh7
ICCF Rules (2022, Waiting [ 1chnson, Bobby 75 days 24:00 11/21/2022 1:11 AM 0 days 19:32 (0 calendar days) 36 days 4:27 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 15.f3
ICCF i?f‘};‘ii?;g‘: Your turn [ Flestwood, Daniel M. 72 days 18:36  11/20/2022 3:21 PM 1 days 5:23 (1 calendar days) 57 days 24:00 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 18..Nf4
Emfg.ar;:ell:a.gle;.balsa::ﬂ Your turn M rerry, Dan 114 days 20:00 11/17/2022 4:45 PM 4 days 3:59 (4 calendar days) 99 days 24:00 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section & 21.Nd5+
Your turn [ cruzado Duefias, Carlos &0 days 11:07 11/18/2022 7:52 AM 3 days 12:52 (3 calendar days) 72 days 24:00 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 16..Nd7
Your turn M Freeman, Michael Roy 112 days 4:19  11/21/2022 1:04 AM 0 days 19:40 (0 calendar days) 109 days 24:00 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 22.Rxf5
. "-{%’T '1‘:1,?"‘:5 Your turn [ pagko, Peter 104 days 12:21 11/20/2022 10:06 AM 1 days 10:38 (1 calendar days) 123 days 24:00 Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A 22..bxc5
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Event Game Board Email My events Select categories to display a list of tournaments.
= GM Daniel M. Fleetwood (2553) 57 days 24:00 Select a category Select a category Select a category
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.f3 h5 9.Qd2 Nbd7 ICCF Tournaments ‘World Championships World Championship Finals
10.Nd5 BxdS 11.exd5 g6 12.Be2 Bg7 13.0-0 b6 14.a4 0-0 15.h3 Qc7 16.Rabl h4 Mational Tournaments Olympiads World Championship Candidates
17.8f2 Nh5 18.Bxh4 Nf4 Show finished events Zonal Tournaments World Cups World Championship Semifinals
Plaver Archive Morm Tournaments World Championship Preliminaries
) Champions League Ladies World Championships
Friendly Matches
Other {unrated) events
-------------------------------------------------------- Promotion Tournaments (Server)
Kurt Stein Memorial - Section A Running Promotion Tournaments (Postal) ~
Belarus - USA 2021 Board 1 Finished
World Championship 32 Final Finished Tables and resultssearch ]
ICCF Qlympiad 21 Final Board 6 Finished
2019 USA Invitational - Section A Finished
Message received: 21st US Correspondence Chess Championship - Finals Finished
Hi, Jon, II Magistral AEAC - Grupo A FIRESRad ] |
) . . ) : ) WCCC36CTO1 Finished Server wWC33/final  World Championship 33 Final 10 Ongoing
”EEDETE\;Z%\ :njoy(edj your talk at the Milken Institute. It's always fun to do presentations 2015 USA Invitational - Section A Finished Server wcaz/final World Championship 32 Final 11 Edwards, Jon
: WCCC385F07 Finished Server WC31/final World Championship 31 Final 13 Muck, Christian; Langeveld, Ron A
have officially gotten my first move in WC 33F, so the real decision processes will begin - WCCC355F10 Finished Server WC30/final  World Championship 30 Final 13 Kochemasov, Andrey Leonidovich
bactlhs Thava das othaBlack - falloamacwhara Thava tha fect ICCF Olympiad 13 Final Board 2 Finished Server Wwc29/final  World Championship 29 Final 13 Dronov, Aleksandr Surenovich
=5 SIM Jon Edwards (2528) 72 days 18:34 Morth America/Pacific Championship 4 Finished Server we2g/final - World Championship 28 Final 14 Ljubidi¢, Leonardo
........................................................................................................ 25 Years of Mate Postal - Group A Finished Server we27/final - World Championship 27 Final 14 Dronov, Aleksandr Surenovich
World Championship 19 3/4-Final 2 Finished Server we26/final  World Championship 26 Final 13 Langeveld, Ron A. H.
Your move: l:l Outgoing message: SSKK 50 Years Finished Server wc2s/final  World Championship 25 Final 14 Fuchchlaro. Fabio
13. Olympiad section 4 Board 2 Finished Server wcC24/final  World Championship 24 Final 6/10/2009 12 Semrl, Marjan
O offer draw [ Resign World Championship 22 Semifinal 01 Finished Server WC22/final Weorld Championship 22 Final 12/31/2007 13 Dronov, Aleksandr Surenovich
8. North American Invitational Chpship Finished Server WC23/final World Championship 23 Final 13 Stephan, Ulrich
Email WC21/final World Championship 21 Final 14 Oosterom, Joop 1. van
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Postal wcz20/final  World Championship 20 Final 13 Lehikoinen, Pertti
= Email wWcC19/final World Championship 19 Final 4/20/2004 15 Léotard, Christophe




WC32 /ffinal, World Championship 32 Final
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e+ Dan Fleetwood s
ﬁ Yesterday at 10:36 AM - &

Today | have received the first two moves in the 33rd International Correspondence Chess
Federation (ICCF) World Championship. | am ranked 4th out of 17 participants. This will be my
second attempt for the world title - hoping to improve on my 8th place finish in the 18th
championship. It's a totally different experience these days, but no less challenging. Here we gol!

L
r

59 Chess Masterpieces by a
Correspondence World Ct;ampion

Grigory Sanakoev f‘

o tturgut@aol.com <tturgut@aol.com=>

11/18/2022 10:45 AM

A

To: jedwards.chess@gmail.com

Hi John, thanks!
First of all congratulations!
| initially thought you were very lucky, but you did everything right, and luck is always important in life, so great result!

| am frustrated with the draws. this will be my 3rd attempt for WCFinal.







Databases and Data

MEGA | OPENING

CHESSBASE DATABASE " DATABAS ENCYCLOPAEDIA

1 : 9.75 million games 2 million games A7 7,347 opening surveys

INCLUDING CHESSBASE PREMIUM ACCOUNT FOR € MONTHS

20 video analysis by Top-Players (7 1,300 special theoretical databases

110,000 annotated games
39,600 illustrative games
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From Carlzen to Mameodyarov -
with analysis by ol current top ten playors!




The Week in Chess

Daily Chess News and Games, Weekly digest for download. By Mark Crowther:
@,ﬁ,ujwlc is 28. First issue 17th September 1994,

Home Chess News TWIC Archive RecentPGN Live Games Book Reviews

chessable

MoveTrainer™
Take control of your chess improvement

ess Calenda

chessab

Last updated: Tuesday 22nd November 2022 1:19 pm
The Week in Chess 1463 of 21st November 2022 by Mark Crowther. 34 stories and 5701 games.

Links down the right hand margin or on the The Week in Chess Download page.

/eek in Chess is a free weekly (Monday) publication in two parts, a text and a games section
in ChessBase or PGN format) rounding up the most important chess of the previous week. A
compilation of the games section of TWIC {in ChessBase format or a conversion of this file to PGN)
can be had for a donation of £30. There have been over 3.1 million games in TWIC since the first
edition on 17th September 1994,

About TWIC1250 5x250 issues!

PayPal
Donate

Databases

Meltwater Champions Chess Tour
Finals 2022

ampions Chess Tour Finals

Tournaments for Tuesday 22nd November 2022
combined with links to official website, live
coverage and PGN file

22 Games

(Mon Mow 21 12:45:00 2022)

The Meltwater Champions Chess Tour Finals took
place 14th to 20th November 2022. The event
was played on the Chess24 platform but half the

Watch live games
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Subscribe
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Home
Forum | Help | Search | My Profis | Sie Info Links
Download now
30,000+ GM commented games in pgn format
The latest opening theory! ‘ Recent additions ‘

All 12-section (Gold Plus) subscribers should now be abls to access the ChessPublishing
material on GCHESS for frae!

Chesspublishing.com is an online publisher of chess opening theory. We employ 10 GMs
and 4 IMs who publish monthly opening articles, downloadable PGN files, PDF eBooks and
playable eBooks.

The updates are also available to subscribers on the free Forward Chess app, for i0S and
Android.

« 519.50 for 12 months of access
s learn the latest opening plans
» 30,000+ annotated games

1 really like this site and highly recommend it to everyone!”
- GM Ruslan Ponomariov

W Follow @chesspublishing
Bogdan Lalic and 269 others are following this

Other Large

What's new

Research Zone

Our Links
Irish chess info

Last modified:
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Emiail Tim

Tim's homepage

Cress Me!

@ Dr Tim Harding
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UltraCorr: "the best
correspondence chess
database in the world"

F 3
b

The 2022 edition of our UltraCorr correspondence chess
database is now withdrawn from sale. This is because
sales generally dry up mid-summer when few players are
starting new tournaments.

So you will have to wait for the 2023 edi
be ready mid-January.

on, expected to

One satisfied customer, Australian GM Max Illingworth (of the
Tllingworth Chess Academy), called our 2021 edition "... the best
correspondence chess database in the world." He was one of the
first to buy the new 2022 edition.

Qur UltraCorr series is the only CC database edited by an
acknowledged expert in chess history and correspondence chess.
ICCF Senior International Master Tim Harding has already done
many hours work on the 2023 edition but we always wait for
various CC servers to release their annual archives before
finalising the content.

Original ideas in Open Sicilian mainlines

rench Defence
What's new in the Fort Knox Variation?
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Mo Disrespect for the Nimzo at the US Championship
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The crude but effective Scotch Gambit!
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Rediscovering old theory
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The largest database

Chess Cloud Database Query Interface
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Chinese Neural Net Database: https://www.chessdb.cn/queryc en/
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Tools for the Opening

Notation = Openings Book v X
Edwards,Jon 2528-corr - Fleetwood,Daniel 2553-corr
12...Bg7 13.0-0 - &
[13.0-0-0 b5 14Kb1 0-0] &
transposing
[13..b5 14.a4 bxa4 15.Rxa4 Nb6 16.Ra5 Rb8 17.Rd OFETion % G UE ook = Z
= Notation Reference Replaytraining Table  Plan Explorer Scoresheet Openings Book My Moves | ¢|*
L a Edwards,Jon 2528-corr - Fleetwood,Daniel 2553-corr
t x 1 % & @177+t

B90 Kurt Stein Memorial A 29.05.2022 [Edwards, Jon]

37.Ra2 Rbc8 38Kf1 g6 39.Ke1 Rc3 40.Rf2 Rd8 41.Ral Kg7 42.Kf1 =
Rdc8 43.Rc1 R8c4 44.Kg2 Rc5 45.Re2 Kh6 46.Kf2 ¥2-Y (46) Edwards,)
(2530)-Punzén Moraleda,) (2502) ICCF 2020 ]

9..Bxd5 10.exd5 g6 11.Qd2 Nbd7 12.Be2
[12.c4 Bg7 13.Be2 b6]

12..Bg7 13.0-0
[13.0-0-0 b5 14Kb1 0-0]

13...b6 transposing
[13..b5 14.a4 bxa4 15.Rxa4 Nb6 16.Ra5 Rb8 17.Rd1 0-0 18.Bxa6 Qc7
19.Qc3 Qe7 20.h3 e4 21.Bg5 Nbd7 22.f4 Qd8 23.f5 gxf5 24.Be2 Rc8
25.Q93 Rxc2 26.Rb5 e3 27.Bd3 Rxb2 28.Bh6 Ne8 29.Nd4 Rxb5 30.Bxb5
e2 31.Bxe2 Qf6 32.8f4 Qg6 €-¢ (32) Romero Rodri guez.) (2375)-Triay
MollL (2367) ICCF 2020 |

Stockfish 15: 3)
[Stockfish 15: 1) 14.Kh1 Tim Murray notes ...h4 may be possible here. 0-0 v

Kibitzer: Houdini 6.03 Pro x64-popc

Houdini 6.03 Pro x64-popc | | & | | & | | & |32cpus| 2
0 =021 Depth=21/43 14.h3 (3/44) 52823k

1.=(0.21): 14.Kh1 0-0 15.Rae1 Re8 16.c4 Rc8 17.Na1 e4 18.b3 exf3 19
2.=(0.15 ++): 14.h3 0-0 15.Rac1 Re8 16.c3 Qc8 17.c4 QdS 18.Bg5 Qg
3. = (0.00): 14.c3 0-0 15.h3 Re8 16.Rac1 Qc8 17.Rcd1 Rb8 18.a3 b5 19.
4, = (0.00): 14.c4 0-0 15.Rad1 Rc8 16.h3 Re8 17.Nc1 Nh7 18.Bd3 Nhff
The position is equal

|82 |2 e |4 | &

o g Disconnect 1 Settings t X 1 2 L@ -t 0@ FF o+
14.h3 0-015.Rac1 0.41 depth=51 Stockfish 11 20.1 LveBook X
14.Kh1 h4 15.Bg5 0.17 depth=53 Stockfish 15 19.1 Move Games  Result Elo-Av  Date Evaluation Visits [%] My Moves
1424 0-0 15.Rad1  0.05 depth=61 Stockfish 170822 27.0 11 36% 2559 2022-Nov-11 = 13960 97
Visits=348017 14..a5 3 33% 2426 2022-Jul-18 % 188 1
14..Qc7 1 0% 2398 2019 A 158 1
] | 4.Ncs 0 - : 2018 12 0
0 = = 2022-Aug-17 --- 25 0
0 ¢ = 2020 b 4 0
4.h4 0 - - 2022-May-4 --- 91 1

Let’s Check LiveBook



Tools for the Opening

Notation = Openings Book v X
Edwards,Jon 2528-corr - Fleetwood,Daniel 2553-corr
12...Bg7 13.0-0 - &
[13.0-0-0 b5 14Kb1 0-0] &
transposing
[13..b5 14.a4 bxa4 15.Rxa4 Nb6 16.Ra5 Rb8 17.Rd OFETion % G UE ook = Z
= Notation Reference Replaytraining Table  Plan Explorer Scoresheet Openings Book My Moves | ¢|*
L a Edwards,Jon 2528-corr - Fleetwood,Daniel 2553-corr
t x 1 % & @177+t

B90 Kurt Stein Memorial A 29.05.2022 [Edwards, Jon]

37.Ra2 Rbc8 38Kf1 g6 39.Ke1 Rc3 40.Rf2 Rd8 41.Ral Kg7 42.Kf1 =
Rdc8 43.Rc1 R8c4 44.Kg2 Rc5 45.Re2 Kh6 46.Kf2 ¥2-Y (46) Edwards,)
(2530)-Punzén Moraleda,) (2502) ICCF 2020 ]

9..Bxd5 10.exd5 g6 11.Qd2 Nbd7 12.Be2
[12.c4 Bg7 13.Be2 b6]

12..Bg7 13.0-0
[13.0-0-0 b5 14Kb1 0-0]

13...b6 transposing
[13..b5 14.a4 bxa4 15.Rxa4 Nb6 16.Ra5 Rb8 17.Rd1 0-0 18.Bxa6 Qc7
19.Qc3 Qe7 20.h3 e4 21.Bg5 Nbd7 22.f4 Qd8 23.f5 gxf5 24.Be2 Rc8
25.Q93 Rxc2 26.Rb5 e3 27.Bd3 Rxb2 28.Bh6 Ne8 29.Nd4 Rxb5 30.Bxb5
e2 31.Bxe2 Qf6 32.8f4 Qg6 €-¢ (32) Romero Rodri guez.) (2375)-Triay
MollL (2367) ICCF 2020 |

Stockfish 15: 3)
[Stockfish 15: 1) 14.Kh1 Tim Murray notes ...h4 may be possible here. 0-0 v

Kibitzer: Houdini 6.03 Pro x64-popc

Houdini 6.03 Pro x64-popc | | & | | & | | & |32cpus| 2
0 =021 Depth=21/43 14.h3 (3/44) 52823k

1.=(0.21): 14.Kh1 0-0 15.Rae1 Re8 16.c4 Rc8 17.Na1 e4 18.b3 exf3 19
2.=(0.15 ++): 14.h3 0-0 15.Rac1 Re8 16.c3 Qc8 17.c4 QdS 18.Bg5 Qg
3. = (0.00): 14.c3 0-0 15.h3 Re8 16.Rac1 Qc8 17.Rcd1 Rb8 18.a3 b5 19.
4, = (0.00): 14.c4 0-0 15.Rad1 Rc8 16.h3 Re8 17.Nc1 Nh7 18.Bd3 Nhff
The position is equal

|82 |2 e |4 | &

o g Disconnect 1 Settings t X 1 2 L@ -t 0@ FF o+
14.h3 0-015.Rac1 0.41 depth=51 Stockfish 11 20.1 LveBook X
14.Kh1 h4 15.Bg5 0.17 depth=53 Stockfish 15 19.1 Move Games  Result Elo-Av  Date Evaluation Visits [%] My Moves
1424 0-0 15.Rad1  0.05 depth=61 Stockfish 170822 27.0 11 36% 2559 2022-Nov-11 = 13960 97
Visits=348017 14..a5 3 33% 2426 2022-Jul-18 % 188 1
14..Qc7 1 0% 2398 2019 A 158 1
] | 4.Ncs 0 - : 2018 12 0
0 = = 2022-Aug-17 --- 25 0
0 ¢ = 2020 b 4 0
4.h4 0 - - 2022-May-4 --- 91 1

Let’s Check LiveBook



Preparation

B s e ! = | Prepare against Black - - <
P g

Home Insert Board Report Analysis Training View 7]

==y [ Paste Position :bﬁ # Undo il—‘i 1'_"‘ ﬁ Correspondence Datat - | ™% In this Game :o éo::; (@ =5 Remove All Kibitzers “ Edit Game Data ¥ Back
| Copy Game - ™ Redo Repertoire White o . ¥ Engine Management | 4 Load Previous Game = 4% Forward
Paste = » New Online Hard X Default Add FRemove X X X
Game ® CopyPosition | game~ Disk 71 Repertoire Black Kibitzer Kibitzer Kibitzer Y20 Create UCI Engine * Load Next Game iVlewGame History |
Clipboard game Find Position Engines Database Game History
Reference L x |
Moves Games  Score Last pla.. Hot Best pli | White Ele W Black ElcB  Result Year Motation 2
1.e2-e4 115 47 .43% 2020 . Hamarz | Weber 2544 Fleetwood 2570 Ve 2020 1.d4 Nf6 2.cd eb 3.Nc3I E
1.d2-d4 78 47.43% 2020 . Wan Cc | Rallabandi 2503 Fleetwood 2570 Ve 2020 1.c4 5 2.Nc3 Nfe 3.Nf3
1.Ng1-f3 16 43.8% 2019 I Windek | Novak 2488 Fleetwood 2570 Ve 2020 1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nfe 3.cd ¢
1.c2-cd 13 38.5% 2020 I Zhak, C | Acevedo Villal. 2513 Fleetwood 2570 Ve 2020 1.d4 d5 2.c4 cb 3.Nf3 Nf
1.f2-f4 1 0.0% 1997 Pessoa 2517 Fleetwood 2576 Ve 2020 1.ed 5 2.Nf3 Ncd 3.Bb5
1.g2-g3 1 0.0% 1989 Busemann 2581 Fleetwood 2576 Ve 2020 1.d4d52.Bf4c5 3.e3 cxc
gc-g
1.b2-b4 1 50.0% 2000 Gomez | Osipov 2416 Fleetwood 2576 Ve 2020 1.ed 5 2.Nf3INcb 3.BbS
Straka 2542 Fleetwood 2576 Ve 2020 1.d4 d5 2.c4 ducd 3.NF3
Tleptsok 2571 Fleetwood 2576 Ve 2020 1.d4 d5 2.cd cf 3.Nf3 Nf
Novikovas 2527 Fleetwood 2576 Ve 2020 T.ed c32.Nf3Nc 3.dd
Blanco Gramaj.. 2495  Fleetwood 2582 Ve 2019 1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nfo 3.Bf4
Panitevsky 2535 Fleetwood 2582 Ve 2019 1.edc52.NFINCE3.BbS ||
Bauer 2571 Fleetwood 2582 Ve 2019 1.Nf3 Nf6 2.d4 d5 3.Bf4. ]
Korabliov 2474 Fleetwood 2582 Ve 2019 T.ed c32.Nf3NcB3.Nc3 ]
Tarrio Ocana 2430  Fleetwood 2582 Ve 2019 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf2 d
Busemann 2580  Fleetwood 2581 Ye-vz 2019 T.e4 ¢35 2.Nf3 Ncb 3.Bb5
Staroske 2521 Fleetwood 2581 Ye-vz 2019 T.edc5 2.Be2 Ncb3.fdg
= > Kurth 2528 Fleetwood 2581 Ye-vz 2019 1.d4 d5 2.Bf4 Nf6 3.e3 ¢!
Notation + Openings Baok T Oliveira 2586  Fleetwood 2581 Ye-vz 2019 1.d4 d5 2.c4 ducd 3.NF3
; N=50, 44% 1.ed4 c5 2.Nf3 dé 3.d4 cxdd 4.Nxd A @\ Murray 2564 Fleetwood 2581 Ye-vz 2019 T.c4 €5 2.Nc3 Nfe 3.Nf3
Motation Table  Training Scoresheet LiveBook Openings Book N=27, 52% 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Ncé 3.d4 cxdd 4.Nx: Schilcher 2567  Fleetwood 2531 1-ve 2019 1.64 £5 2. MF2MNcE 3.BbS
. . N=10, 50% 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Ncé 3.Bb5S g& 4.Bxc =L H -
TIep‘tsok,RusIan Aslanovich 2571 - FIeetwood,DanleI M Bs ¢ c g =G = Wounderlich 2580 Fleetwood 2581 -1z 2019 1.d4d52.Bf4 c5 3.e3 cux
| final i . B=10, 50% 1.e4 c5 2.N£3 Ncé 3.Nc3 Koegler 2546  Fleetwood 2583 k- 2018 1,64 ¢52.NF3Nc6 3.d4 ¢
E14 olm21 final email [Russia-U.S.A] [2] 13.01.2020 gji 2;: i-g: EE: 2“: E: ggf: - " || Hamarat 2518 Fleetwood 2583 %% 2018 1.d4 N6 2.c4 e6 3.NF3 d
Sl : -o% g8 S.fes B Banet 2512 Fleetwood 2583 -k 2018 1.NF2 NF6 2.c4 6 2.dd d
REZ d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 €6 5.Nbd2 Nbd7 s e et . Zhak 2531  Fleetwood 2583 Y% 2018 1.d4d5 2.c4 dxcd .ed e
6.b3 Bd6 7.Bb2 0-0 8.Bd3 b6 9.0-0 Bb7 10.Qe2 Neis ses 1mes mee O Kluegel 2500 Fleetwood 2583 v 2018 1.e4¢52.Nc3 N6 3.3
c5 11.Radl Ned4 12.cxd5 exdS 13.Ba6 Bxab v N=13: aps 1:C4 Loinjak 2572 Fleetwood 2583 - 2018 1.d4d5 2.c4 dxcd 3.NF3 i
v Helbich 2517 Fleetwood 2583 Ye-vz 2018 T.Nf3 Nf6 2.cd e6 3.ddd , ]
< > < >
t X 1 4 & 11?7?77 +- £ £ = |MainLine: 1.e4c5 2 Nf3Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4, (27 Games) | ¥ Filter By Copy ErEdit [ Clip X Delete () Search [ITop Games
|1DD‘3"6 |

Preparing for an Opponent



Preparation

= = B B % t % | Edwards,Jon (2528) - Fleetwood, Daniel (2553), Kurt Stein Memorial A B90 (Edwards, Jon) — O X

- Home Insert Board Report Analysis Training View

=/ ; Paste Position ; # Undo in.‘i al ﬁ ICCF Archive Complete ~ |4 In this Game 5‘0 ,..‘; « == Remove All Kibitzers ¥ Edit Game Data &F Back
Copy Game - ™ Redo = = “¥| Repertoire White - . 3_':' Engine Management 4 Load Previous Game & Forward
Paste ) Mew Cnline | Hard Default Add Remove
\ Game |# CopyPosition  game-~ Disk ~*) Repertoire Black Kibitzer Kibitzer Kibitzer %€ Create UCI Engine » Load Mext Game i View Game History
Clipboard game Find Pasition Engines Database Game History
Motation + Openings Book + B
Notation Reference Table  Training Scoresheet LiveBook OpeningsBook
Moves Games  Score Last pla.. Hot Best players Frequent players White Elo W Black ElcB  Result Year ()
15.Ral-el 936 40,320 2022 Finocchiare, Zhak, Fagerstrim, Bro.. MNekhaev, Walter, Pant | Brodda 2581 Tleptsok 2570 %% 2020
15.Ral-di 195 2020 Daubenfeld, Turkov, Rubinas, Carlss.. Grigoryev Casabona 2581 Stephan 2540 -V 2020
15.Kg1-hi 188 2021 Lecroq, Fleetwoed, Maller, D'Adamo Miiller 2570 Mendl 2336 %% 2019
15.h2-h3 154 2021 Dunlop, Maller, Voll, Nefedowv Elent, Dunlop Lecrog 2392 Swvacek 2359 Y. 2017
15.Ral-c1 113 2020 Casabona, Clofsson, Churkin, Daub.. Dunlop 2456 Pappier 2491 e-¥2  2021-Oct
15.Be2-d3 23 2014 Fagerstrém, Daubenfeld Wunderlich 2572 Tleptsok 23533 %% 2018
15.Rf1-e1 19 2015 Szymanski Daubenfeld 2510 Tileptsok 2571 - 2020
15.Qd2-e1 g 2016 Stackert, Ciucurel Achatz 2439 Bleker 2451 Ve-Y:  2022-Jun-
15.Ral-b1 g 2019 Cruzado Duefias, Epure Finocchiaro 2617 Bubir 2391 -2 2004
15.Be3-g5 ] Petrov 2452 Lobanov 2334 Ye-¥: 2021-Mow
15.a2-a4 5 Kunzelmann 2466  Serazeew 2519 V-V 2021-Sep
15.Qd2-b4 2 Finocchiaro 2576 Sferke 2498 e-v: 2018
--- 1 Dunlop 2337 Badolati 2520 - 2019
15.Be3-f2 1 Zhak 2605  Bock 2345 Ve-Y2 2015
Yeo 2477 Delizia 2522 -2 2021
Petrov 2452 Pierzak 2514 ¥-Y: o 2021-Now
Petrov 2450 Moll 2543 %% 2021
Schneider 2511 Moll 2357 - 2019
Badolati 2519 Tsygankov 2494 e-ve 2020
< > | Epure 2484 Pérez Ferndnd.. 2437 &-% 2021
N=303, 49% 15.Rael Ref 16.Khl RcE 17.0d1 a5 18.Nd2 Ncs ~ @ Duchardt 2412 Eastoe BB A 2022-5ep
N= 87, 49% 15.Rael Ref 16.Knl RcE 17.Qd1 a5 18.a4 S| || Nefedor 2361 Pasko E’f :/‘:/‘ 2017
¥=107, 50% 15.Rael Ref 16.Khl RbE 17.Bg5 Oc7 18.Bd3 Hh7 &, Pugh 2424 Sykora 2474 ‘/"/’ 2022-Apr
W= 93, 48% 15.Rael Ref 16.Bf2 Qc7 17.Bd3 Cornejo 2353 Murray 2355 e 2017
F= 78, 48% 15.Rael a5 Ne 2340 Jonsson 2357 VY2 2018
N=137, 47% 15.Radl Ref 16.h3 v Rodriguez Fra.. 2434 Joppich 2467 Ye-¥e  2021-Sep
< > < >
Not enough recent grandmaster games. Fiter By Copy E'Edit [E] Clip X Delete (Q Search
t X 1 %8k 1Yt = e 2 F 2@
ICCF Archive Complete: Games found = 1660 [100%5) | 100% \
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Tools for Middlegames and Endgames

Notation + Openings Book
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Required Reading for Correspondence Masters
No more opening books!

MATTHEW SADLER & NATASHA REGAN

Matthew Sadlor
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Conventional Engines
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The Emergence of Neural Net Engines
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These are the questions | am often asked

* Isn’t correspondence chess dead?

* How do we know you didn’t cheat?

 Why not just let a computer make every move?

* Didn’t you just get lucky?

 Won’t the player with the most powerful machine win?
* By the way, what’s the best engine?



Some questions of my own:

Why isn’t every correspondence player rated 25807

Why do neural net engines still beat other neural net engines?
Why are some correspondence players still winning?

Is Correspondence Chess the canary in the coal mine?

You got lucky, right?

By the way, what engine(s) do you use?
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AMERICAN

TOURNAMENTS

Pan-Am Intercollegiate in Seattle
U.S. Masters in Charlotte

Atiantic Pawn Wise in Nova Scotia
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American Chess Prodigies

Us. TEENAGE SHARKS

ELITE CORRESPONDENCE CHESS Q \
THE HUMAN ELEMENT IS STILL CRUCIAL

J On. Edwards .i,.,l.@i i
Claims World Title

) 5 el

ow loag d0¢3 8 43K YU 10 decidy o
0

i "h mow‘

IncorvieW Wit et e
:23?:; world h m;:: o
CC-GM J n Edwar &
Chesy Lite i"]ldaflllm‘ an to b

ew CCF World W’"‘"""

£ victor alclasska%
o the title before
d the :r.e\n of all recent
. notably GM Alexandr
rey Kochematay, GMs
ristian Mock, and SIM
ach. And the reality 8 that it
d of congratalatory mail x]ml
sforming
"”\«::ar)mk MM’ T:mwm the long-term plan
= wore exching, I the final, my key game was againgt the
thing diffevent and pechapt It o,y ey e o e
i vith the blow by blow an-
In the this full game w -
How did you get te compete il e wich the ”"
Championship? What Is the qualific The middlegame was especially challeng-
1 searted i Heden Warren's American Postal | ing because the computer engines did not
erkeeesorre? understand the main ideas and supgested
sk e v o } 3 I‘:nd:‘;“h’;‘:‘l‘lnk {n most middlegame positions that all can-
press with this issue, news broke that BCCF | plonship four times. | o mieame o

in the middlegame, Chessa:
find similar positions 80 that | know whay
plans are relevant. For me, the key is plag.
ning, which computers do 00t do well =
Petrosian-lke evaluations of where pleces
belong, what exchanges aro needed, and
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Even with such a plan, a majority of correspondence games end in
a draw because it is nearly impossible to beat an opponent who has
access to the defensive resources of a chess engine. Out of the 136
games played in the 32nd World Correspondence Chess
Championship, 119 were draws. What’s more, when games are

dercicive thicic canmetimec hercance nf human errar

Jon Edwards
Jedwards.chess@gmail.com

Oct 11, 2022

process kel

l:l.% JON EDWARDS NEW ICCF WORLD CHAMPION!!

We welcome Jon Edwards to the two smallest fraternities in US chess. Jon

Chess Ne [} has become only the third US player to achieve the title of World
Correspondence Chess Champion, achieved in the World Correspondence

Championship 32 Final. Concomitant to the victory is the title of ICCF

Grandmaster where Jon becomes only the 14t US titleholder.

ChessBase

Jon Edwards wins the 32nd World
Correspondence Championship

by Albert Silver 7 1likeit! | 5 Cor s
11/20/2022 - It has been nearly 40 years since an American last emerged victorious in the
World Correspondence Chess Championship, but GM Jon Edwards has succeeded by winning
the 32nd edition. While not a little remarkable, Jon Edwards holds another lesser known title:
owner of the largest chess stamp collection in the world.

Please join me and the whole Correspondence Chess community (as
evidenced in Dr. Staroske’s letter included below) in congratulating Jon on this
signal achievement.
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